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money.    Of the splendid infantry which had stormed the
heights at Prague, and stemmed the rout of Stateofthe
Kollin, very little now remained.   Nine pitched Prussian
battles, endless skirmishes,  severe marches, array>
and constant desertion had made great havoc  in  the
Prussian battalions, and the levies from the  Prussian
dominions were of course inadequate to fill the gaps.
Moreover, Austria, relying on her vastly larger population,
had ceased to exchange prisoners, and  after the  end
of 1759 Russia followed her example.    The new leviest
consisted largely of deserters, prisoners of war pressed
into the service, and foreigners enticed or kidnapped into
it by outrageous devices.    Such men could not be trusted
as Frederick trusted his followers at Leuthen.
On the other hand, the soldiery of Austria steadily
improved, as is always the case with a power
that has plenty of native material to draw on. ^nfoTthe
In artillery she had been superior from the Austrian
r.	,	-,	,...,,	soldiery.
first; her cavalry was perhaps intrinsically as
good and only less effective because it lacked leaders like
Seidlitz and Ziethen, the former of whom was probably
the finest cavalry officer the world has ever seen. It
was in infantry that Prussia had the greatest advantage
when the war commenced, as she had still more markedly
in the Silesian wars, but this advantage had been di-
minished by the deterioration of the one and the improve-
ment of the other, until by this time it had disappeared
altogether.
Frederick's pecuniary difficulties were even greater
still. But for the English subsidy he could hardly have
subsisted at all. The treasure hoarded up in the peace
had already been expended, and the Prussian ^
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dominions, desolated and partially occupied by pecuniary
the enemy, could furnish no more than 4,000,000 difficulties-
thalers. England paid the same amount. 7,000,000 thalers

